
Top 12 weather events 2011 
Alex Tardy 

Warning Coordination Meteorologist 
NWS San Diego 

Alex Tardy 

Alex Tardy 



Number 1 
Wet fall dampened  the 

 autumn fire season again 

San Bernardino 

inches 

November was 300 percent of normal at San Diego! 

90 day percent of normal 

Alex Tardy Alex Tardy 



Number 2 
Severe winds December 1 and 16 

San Bernardino 

inches 

Photo Rodrigo Zuazua 

Fontana 

Rancho 
Cucamonga Claremont 

San Jacinto 
Valley Dust 
Storm Dec 16 

Yorba Linda 
 Dec 16 

Photo Scott O’Donnell 

Internet 

Daily Bulletin 

Daily Bulletin 

State of 
emergency 



High Winds 

Number 3 
Strong south winds reach 100 mph in the San 

Bernardino mountains and foothills on March 20 

June 16 west  wind 
gusts 55 to 57 mph 
in Banning Pass 
overturned several 
vehicles and caused 
dust storms 

Northeast wind gusts 
to 60 mph affected 
Ontario and Riverside 
on February 2 and 
3rd 

Damage in Apple Valley March 20 
Internet 

Alex Tardy 



Number 4 
March 11-12 Tsunami 

9.1 Earthquake in Japan 

San Bernardino 

inches 

Strong currents in Mission 
Bay and tidal fluctuations of 
near 4 feet (surges) for 48 
hours affected San Diego 

Photos by San Diego 
Lifeguards 



 



Number 5 
Nocturnal thunderstorms 

September 10 and 13 
Flash Flooding, Hail up to quarter size during 

 the morning in Orange County and lightning at night 

San Bernardino 

inches 

Wrightwood Hail 
September 14 

Orange County hail 
storms September 13 

Pinon Hills 
September 13 

San Diego County 
September 13 

Philip 
Barone 

Internet 

Internet YouTube HPWREN 



 

Number 6 
Monsoon thunderstorms 

 
July 4 to 9 

July 30 to August 2 
August 13 

August 26 to 29 
September 10-13 

 
 

Spotter John 
Pedersen vide 
http://www.youtub
e.com/watch?v=ue
QhTy0SDVE found 
up to 0.88 inch hail 
and severe wind in 
Lost Valley 

All photos Alex Tardy 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ueQhTy0SDVE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ueQhTy0SDVE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ueQhTy0SDVE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ueQhTy0SDVE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ueQhTy0SDVE


Thunderstorms 

July 4 July 6 

July 7 July 9 

All photos Alex Tardy 

Elsinore Convergence zone 



View from office in August 2011! 

All photos Alex Tardy 



December 12 waterspout near La Jolla 

Tony Ciani 



Number 7 
Big surf on south swell on May 20th 
Early September had big surf too 

 (see Orange County Register) 

WEDGE 
OrangeCounty.com 



Number 8 
Heavy snow and low snow levels in February and March 

February 26-27 snow in Redlands and 2 inches in Ramona 

Julian 
3500-4000 feet 

         Mt Baldy cornice 
February 19-20 brought 20 to 
24 inches to Wrightwood and 
Pine Cove 

Big Bear 16-20 inches 
December 1 and 7 to 12 
inches December 16 

Jamul 
1000 feet 

Alex Tardy 
Alex Tardy 

Spotter 

Alex Tardy 



Number 9 
Hill, Great and Eagle Fires 
 Hot temperatures and dry 

1,100 acres early 
September near along I-
15 caused the Interstate 
to close 

:  
* The vegetation fire burned 14,100 acres. 
* There are eighteen (18) reported firefighter 
injuries. 

The very remote Eagle 
Fire in Los Coyotes near 
Warner Springs and Lake 
Henshaw started July 21  

Eagle Fire 
causes smoke 
in Valleys view 
from Palomar 

Great Fire 
2135 acres 
Near Julian 

Alex Tardy 
Stafanie Sullivan 



Number 10 
Wet 2010-11 season brings full reservoirs. 

 green fields and spring 2011 flowers 

San Bernardino 

inches 

Lake Hodges by Dan Atkin 

Silverwood 

Alex Tardy 

Alex Tardy 



California and Colorado aqueduct  
continued through September 

 (photo is Whitewater fed by CA aqueduct and remaining snow melt in June) 

 Alex Tardy 



Number 11 
Heat Waves 

San Bernardino 

inches 

August 26 
110 F Lake 
Elsinore 

06 Sep 

2:06 

pm 

PDT 

99 69 38 SSW 5G08 29.83 29.183 0.01 OK 

06 Sep 

1:56 

pm 

PDT 

102 68 33 SSE 1G04 29.83 29.183 0.02 OK 

06 Sep 

1:51 

pm 

PDT 

102 68 33 SSE 1G04 29.84 29.193 0.02 OK 

06 Sep 

1:46 

pm 

PDT 

102 68 34 SSW 1G06 29.84 29.193 0.02 OK 

06 Sep 

1:41 

pm 

PDT 

102 68 34 S 3G11 29.84 29.193 0.02 OK 

06 Sep 

1:36 

pm 

PDT 

101 68 34 ENE 6G11 29.84 29.193 0.02 OK 

06 Sep 

1:31 

pm 

PDT 

100 68 35 NE 2G07 29.85 29.203 0.02 OK 

06 Sep 

1:26 

pm 

PDT 

100 67 34 SE 3G12 29.85 29.203 0.02 OK 

September 6th 102 F 
in Carlsbad 

August 24 was 117 F in  
Palm Springs!  (123 is the all time max) 



Number 12 
Back to Back La Nina 

San Bernardino 

inches 



Best Satellite image 
Mesoscale convective vortex on July 6th 

 


